






 

Problem: Sealer is showing scratches or scuff marks from traffic or 
furniture 
Cause: Concrete cure and seal products have moderate durability and 
should be expected to wear under abrasive traffic or moving furniture.  An 
epoxy or urethane coating system should be considered for interior applica-
tions where more durability is desired. 
Prevention: A concrete or tile floor wax/polish can be applied over sealed 
concrete to improve scratch and scuff resistance.  Use non-scuff pads on 
furniture legs to prevent scratches. 
Solution: Scuffed or scratched sealer can be repaired by lightly wiping the 
area with solvent and applying a LIGHT coat of sealer over the area.   
 
 
 

Instructions for Performing a Solvent Wash 
 

The solvent most commonly used to remedy concrete cure and seal ap-
pearance issues is xylene (sometimes labeled xylol), which is available at 
home improvement stores in the paint department where paint strippers are 
sold.  FOLLOW ALL SAFETY AND PERSONAL PROTECTION PRECAU-
TIONS ON THE CONTAINER as xylene is a flammable material.  Best re-
sults are achieved when the wash is done on a cool, overcast day (not in 
hot, direct sunlight). 

 
Before the solvent wash, sweep all dirt, debris, and loose sealer off the con-
crete to be treated.  Pour the solvent into a metal or solvent-resistant paint 
tray and use a short-nap, solvent resistant roller to apply the xylene to the 
areas of sealer to be treated at a coverage rate of approximately 200 ft2/
gallon (4.9 m2/liter).  Use steady, even strokes to apply the solvent but do 
not “over-roll” back and forth aggressively as this can cause bubbling.  After 
a few minutes, the solvent will re-wet the sealer, turning it back to its origi-
nal liquid form.  At this point, any excess sealer can be pulled or wiped off 
the concrete with a squeegee or rags.  When the entire area to be washed 
is complete, allow the concrete to dry.  Typically, no additional coats of 
product should be applied since most problems are caused by over-
application of the sealer initially. 
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